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â€œA masterpiece.â€• --Publishers Weekly     â€œIn the beginning there was a question. â€˜Will you

do my eulogyâ€™ As is often the case with faith, I thought I was being asked a favor. In truth, I was

being given one...â€•     â€œAn absolute wonderâ€”tender, transporting, and deeply moving.â€•

--Scott Turow, author of Presumed Innocent   â€œThe nonfiction equivalent to Paulo Coelhoâ€™s

The Alchemist.â€• --Sydney Morning Herald   â€œA faith journey that could become a classic.â€•

--Jim Wallis, author of The Great Awakening   â€œAlbom helps show the true definition of

â€˜Church.â€™ It is not the building, it is the people and their faith.â€• --Bishop T.D. Jakes, Chief

Pastor, The Potterâ€™s House   â€œEverybody should read it.â€• --Hoda Kotb in People, Best Book

of 2009
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"Will you do my eulogy?"This is the question that Rabbi Al Lewis asks Mitch Albom at the start of his

first nonfiction book since TUESDAYS WITH MORRIE. And this question is the start of an

eight-year relationship between Albom and the good rabbi.After years of going through the motions

attending synagogue on high holidays with his family, Albom is surprised one day to have "Reb" tap

him for the ultimate honor of delivering his eulogy when the time comes. As a child, Albom

performed all the rituals of the Jewish religion by rote, all the while praying for a dog and rewriting

the Ten Commandments to include "Honor thy older siblings" with his younger brother in mind. As

an adult, he married a Christian and declared himself an atheist. But rekindling his relationship with

the rabbi brought back a flood of memories from Hebrew schools and services. And Albom



intersperses these often humorous childhood reflections throughout his book as he describes how

his reconnection with the rabbi evolves.Strained, almost perfunctory visits morph over time into

happily anticipated and cherished exchanges. As they meet over the court of the next four years,

the "larger-than-life man of God" who stood at the lectern each week "was shrinking down to human

size." Albom learned the history of the man who for so long had been a mysterious figure in the

hallway at school. The Reb shares how he became a rabbi (in a line of many rabbis in his family),

how he met and wooed his lovely wife Sarah, how they tragically lost a child, and how he nurtured

and loved his congregation, flaws and all. He revealed to Albom all the nuggets he had gleaned

from 60 years of ministering his people: that ritual IS religion; that "From generation to generation,

these rituals are how we remain...
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